288         An Excursion to Langton deferred.    [A.D.I
said of him, 'I respect Millar, Sir; he has raised the prici literature.' The same praise may be justly given to Panckou. the eminent bookseller of Paris. Mr. Strahan's liberality, jnc ment, and success, are well known.
'To BENNET LANGTON, ESQ., AT LANGTON NEAR SPILSBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
'SiR,   .
' It has been long observed, that men do not suspect faults wl they do not commit; your own elegance of manners, and punctualil complaisance, did not suffer you to impute to me that negligenc which I was guilty, and which I have not since atoned. I rece both your letters, and received them with pleasure proportionate to esteem which so short an acquaintance strongly impressed, and w' I hope to confirm by nearer knowledge, though I am afraid that g fication will be for a time withheld.
'I have, indeed, published my Book1, of which I beg to know ; father's judgement, and yours; and I have now staid long enoug! watch its progress into the world. It has, you see, no patrons, ; I think, has yet had no opponents, except the criticks of the co house, whose outcries are soon dispersed into the air, and are tho' on no more : from this, therefore, I am at liberty, and think of ta the opportunity of this interval to make an excursion; and why not < into Lincolnshire? or, to mention a stronger attraction, why not to Mr. Langton? I will give the true reason, which I know you approve:—I have a mother more than eighty years old, who has cou the days to the publication of my book, in hopes of seeing me; an her, if I can disengage myself here, I resolve to go.
'As I know, dear Sir, that to delay my visit for a reason like this, not deprive me of your esteem, I beg it may not lessen your kind) I have very seldom received an offer of friendship which I so earn desire to cultivate and mature.    I shall rejoice to hear from you I can see you, and will see you as soon as I can; for when the that calls me to Lichfield is discharged, my inclination will carrj to Langton.    I shall delight to hear the ocean roar, or see the twinkle, in the company of men to whom Nature does not spread volumes or utter her voice in vain.
' Do not, dear Sir, make the slowness of this letter a preceden delay, or imagine that I approved the incivility that I have commit
p.   630)  says that  Millar was the     and equably drunk.'   He is, I t
bookseller   described   by  Johnson,     mistaken.
fast, April 24, 1779, as 'habitually        ' His Dictionary.   BOSWELL inn were several baronets, and great squires, members of parliament, who paid Millar civility for the use of his two newspapers which came to him by every post 'Yet when he appeared in the morning, in his well-worn suit of clothes, they could not help calling him Peter Pamphlet ; for the generous patron of Scotch authors, with his city wife and her niece, were sufficiently ridiculous when they came into good company.' Mr. Crokcr (Soswc/l,
